
The Reserve Bank has established a Collateral Registry for 
movable assets in order to expand the range of qualifying 
collateral accepted by lenders as part of the broader reforms 
to promote access to finance and enhance financial inclusion. 
It is expected that this development will immediatly and 
benefit micro, small and medium enterprise (MSMEs) as well 
as the household sectors and ultimately boost production.

The Collateral Registry is a publicly available database of 
interests in or ownership of movable assets tendered to secure 
loans. The Registry facilitates secured creditors or  to lenders 
to register security interest in movable assets such as livestock, 
household goods, crops, business stock and accounts   
receivable while providing the public with a notice of the 
existence of such security interest. 

The Collateral Registry is established in terms of the Movable 
Property Security Interests Act [Chapter 14:35] which allows 
the use of movable assets as collateral for loans. 

Qualifying movable collateral varies  from one lending 
institution to another. However, the generally acceptable 
movable property include the following assets:

A security interest is a property right in a movable asset that is 
created by an agreement between a lender and a borrower to 
secure access to a loan or a line of credit.

The Registry is accessible by users, such as  banking 
institutions, deposit-taking microfinance institutions, credit-only  
microfinance institutions, savings and credit cooperative socities 
and other secured creditors, to register security interest. Other 
commercial institutions and individuals may also register as 
users to search the Collateral Registry. The following advantages 
and benefits shall accrue to lenders, borrowers and the general 
public upon operationlisation of the collateral registry.

General PublicLenderBorrower
•Can search the registry 
before buying goods to 
ensure that they are free 
from  prior interests and 
a re  s a fe  f r om  be i ng 
repossessed.

•Development of industries.

•Boost production and 
c r e a t e  e mp l o y me n t : 
increased access to credit 
will increase productive 
capacity and generate 
employment. 

•Remote access to the 
system.

•Reduced costs of loan 
administration.

•Enhanced access  to 
information on borrowers 
t h e r e  b y  r e d u c i n g 
information assymetry. 

•Reduced scope of over 
borrowing by clients.

• E n h a n c e d  l e n d e r 
confidence.
•Diversification of lending 
portfolio.

• Inc reased  non-bank 
financial   intermediation.

•Clear rules of priority.
•Promotes prudent lending 
and risk management.

•Increased access to credit. 
•Enable MSMEs to leverage 
their movable assets to 
obtain credit for growth.

•Reduced cost of credit in 
the long run.

•Lega l  p ro tec t i on  on 
property accepted as 
collateral.

• C o n t i n u e d  u s e  a n d 
e m p l o y m e n t  o f  t h e 
collateral to realise value.

•Allows borrowers to prove 
their creditworthiness.

•Springboard to move from 
i n f o r m a l  t o  f o r m a l 
financing.

• Money market investments
• Third Party Credit Guarantee
• Group guarantee
• Cession of Life Policies
• Cash cover
• Salary

• Agricultural products (livestock, poultry, crops etc)
• Industrial and commercial equipment
• Durable consumer goods and household items
• Agricultural equipment
• Inventory and raw materials
• Gold coins
• Accounts receivable
• Bank Accounts
• Shares
• Patents
• Copyrights and Trademarks
• Oil and Gas
• Minerals



Borrower Approaches Lending
/Credit Institution

Lending/Credit Institution Has Priority
Over the Asset in Case of Insolvency 
or Default 

Debtor Keeps Title & Possession 
of Movable Asset

Lending/Credit Institution Registers 
Movable Collateral With the Collateral 
Registry

Loan Approval and Security Agreement

Lending/Credit Institution 
Searches the Collateral Registry
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HOW TO PERFORM A SEARCH

KEY FEATURES

The URL
collateralregistry.rbz.co.zw

Click on Search on the
top navigation bar.

Select New Search Choose Search
Criteria: Debtor,

Grantor, Collateral or
Security Interest

Submit to get Search
Results

Login Search New Search Search
Criteria

Submit
Search

Yes, individuals may apply for a loan as a group, as may be 
specified by lending institutions. They may use their assets 
that they own individually or jointly as collateral for a loan.

CONTACT DETAILS

This is the contract between the debtor and the secured 
party in which the debtor agrees to grant a security interest 
in their asset to be used collateral.

There should be an agreement which is a signed, binding 
document between the lender and the collateral owner. An 
agreement is arrived at after the lender has carried out an 
assessment of the value of the movable property against 
which a potential borrower requires credit. 


